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A new brand for a brand new era
by Fr. Joe Moriarty
Rector
In 2004, Archbishop Daniel Buechlein
envisioned and established Bishop Simon
Bruté College Seminary, begun initially
with six seminarians as a “house of
formation” on a wing at Marian University. Under the leadership, energy and stewardship of Fr. Bob Robeson, Bruté flourished.
Fr. Bob’s passion and great care for the men
entrusted to him attracted a greater following. Twelve
years into its history, the seminary has grown to near
capacity. Despite its growth, it has remained a closeknit community in which the staff strives to know each
seminarian personally through the spiritual formation
process. Because of this personal relationship
approach, Bruté is seen as a “model seminary” by bishops and priests throughout the Midwest. Today, the
seminary is comprised of young men who come from
nine regional dioceses and one religious order.
In 2008, the seminary relocated to the former Carmelite Monastery of the Resurrection, one mile south
of Marian, when the sisters who lived here moved to
Oldenburg. They sold the monastery to the Archdiocese
for use as the new home of the seminary, transferring
the iconic, historic building here on Cold Spring Road,
purposed as one house of prayer to another.

A little more than a year ago, Bruté experienced a
transference in leadership as I assumed the role of
rector and Fr. Justin DuVall became vice rector. We
have also since welcomed Fr. Andy Syberg to our staff.
This transition marked not only the second decade of
Bruté’s history, but the next chapter in its unfolding
story. From the forward-thinking vision of one holy
man, to the combined passion of our current staff,
Bruté has grown in size and reputation. While steeped
in the rich heritage of the Church’s history, literally
celebrating its sacraments and honoring its traditions
within the hallowed walls of an historic monastery
affectionately known as “the castle,” Bruté stands
poised on a precipice anticipating its bold future.
It is a fitting time to unveil the seminary’s new
“brand” to signify this new era. We hope you join us in
embracing this logo. The new brand is the representation of blending the historic past of the seminary’s
founding, the Church’s ageless call to form priests and
the iconic setting of the former monastery with the
seminary’s contemporary formation approach, the
energy and vitality of the young men themselves and
the anticipation of a future as yet unknown to us, but
one we boldly envision with ample vocations … all
because one holy man after another has participated in
this endeavor … and one house of prayer after another
has existed within “the castle.” 

Seminarian learns lessons from veteran priest
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experiences of seminary are
Introducing the first in a
different, the goal of forseries of articles in which a
mation remains the same.
Bruté seminarian interThroughout his priesthood,
views a more seasoned
Fr.
Lutz worked in the office
priest in the Archdiocese
for
marriage, the tribunal for
of Indianapolis.
canon law cases, as well as
by Joe Paul Hayden
serving in various parishes
Senior Seminarian
throughout the archdiocese. I
God works in many ways
had never really heard much
and allows experiences
about a priest doing work with
and individuals in our lives
married couples outside of
to shape who we are and
marriage preparation, so I was
what we are to become.
intrigued to hear more about
During my final year here
this experience. He dealt priat Bishop Simon Bruté, I
marily with cases of annulwas given the privilege to
ments. His long tenure being
discuss with Fr. Herman Fr. Herman Lutz and Joe Paul Hayden
the
canon
lawyer
for
the
archdiocese
seemed very signifiLutz, a retired priest for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis,
cant.
He
talked
about
how
that
ministry
of dealing with
his experience in hearing God’s vocational call in his life
individuals
seeking
divorces
and
annulments
was more
and how it is lived out through his priesthood. That conthan
paperwork;
he
knew
they
needed
healing
and that
versation allowed me to reflect what that means for me
during my time in seminary thus far and what lies ahead. they were put in his life for a reason. It is inspiring for me
to hear about how Fr. Lutz looked at something that can
As Fr. Lutz began, he shared many factors that had
be a difficult and stressful position for many priests, and
influenced his vocation in a positive way early on in life:
focused strictly on the person rather than the work. It is a
education at St. Anthony School and Cathedral High
challenge for me sometimes to encounter people I minisSchool, working in insurance after high school, and his
friendship with Fr. Bill Munshower. He shared that when ter as children of God rather than a “project” or “my job.”
I smiled big when Fr. Lutz commented on his ministry as
selling insurance, he passed the cathedral as he walked
a
pastor
because we share the same love: kids. “Kids make
to his workplace, and would stop in and pray for a bit.
it
easy
to
be a priest,” said Fr. Lutz, and, although I am not
This touched me, as Fr. Lutz shared that all he wanted
a
priest,
I
would state something similar - that kids make it
was some clarity with what God was asking of him. His
easy to want to be a priest - meaning that children and
constant question was, “what do I need to do with my
life?” which is a prayer that has been very present in my teenagers are a blessing to encounter and with whom to
share the faith. Fr. Lutz was notorious for remembering
life and still is, as I constantly seek guidance on how to
live my life for the Lord. His friend, then Bill Munshower, names and family members, which I can imagine only led
to his parishioners loving him even more as a pastor.
made it a point to ask Fr. Lutz, “do you ever think you
There have been moments in which I have struggled
have a duty to do something with your life?” Wow. I
with
the call to priesthood, finding it difficult to clearly see
wonder how many times people think like that nowaif
this
is what God is calling me toward. I think that is
days? Do we recognize that our lives are a gift from God
mainly
due to the narrowness of my perspective; I am
and we ought to give of ourselves back to God in a way
sometimes
only focused on this exam, essay or formation
that glorifies Him? Fr. Lutz took to heart this question,
issue that I do not always see the bigger picture God is
and eventually discerned the process of seminary. He
trying to reveal to me. Hearing the life of a priest such as
attended St. John’s University in Minnesota for two
Fr. Lutz, who is giving his life so freely to the people of God
years, St. Meinrad for two years, and then was asked to
because he is aware of his “duty” to God, inspires me all
study theology in Rome. His seminary experience was
the more to give of myself. Although Fr. Lutz is a very escomparatively different to my own, specifically, he had
teemed and educated man, he demonstrated something
to wear a cassock, surplice, and birettas for the entirety
of his time at St. Meinrad and in Rome, the comprehen- to me: it is not about status; it is about going where the
Lord sends you. If you do not have a heart for the people
sive oral exam at the end of the four years of theology
that was mandatory back then, and was ordained over in you serve, then your priesthood will be much more challenging. Being formed is important and necessary, regardRome too (which I am sure was awesome). Hearing Fr.
Lutz talk about his formative years in seminary and how less if you were ordained in 1958 or are still in seminary.
When the question arises, “what do I need to do with my
it impacted him makes me very aware of how much my
time at Bishop Simon Bruté has impacted me. Formation life?” we must be open to the invitation God has to offer
us. May God be blessed. 
is so key to holy, humble, good men; even though our

New appointment at Bruté becomes
blessing as formation journey continues

BRUTÉ POLICY BOARD

by Fr. Justin DuVall, OSB
Vice Rector
On a rainy Thursday afternoon in early August 2016, I
officially moved into Bishop
Simon Bruté College Seminary.
With this move, my life took
on a new focus as I began the
work of Vice Rector here at
the seminary. Until June 2,
2016, I had lived, prayed, and
worked in the Benedictine
monastic community at Saint
Meinrad for 37 years, the last
11 1/2 of which I had served Fr. Justin DuVall meets with a seminarian in the Chapel
as the Archabbot. Following my resignation
vocation cannot be separated from the rest of
on June 2, 2016, then-Archbishop Joseph Totheir lives. This is human formation.
bin had graciously given me this new appointThe men of Bishop Simon Bruté are also men
ment. It was with some apprehension, howev- of prayer—not just saying prayers, but prayer.
Director,They
Diocese
of Ft. Wayne-South
Benda personal
er, that I took up residence hereVocations
and entered
are sincere
about developing
into the work of formation of our college semi- relationship with Christ through prayer and the
narians.
spiritual life. By engaging in prayer, they are
Working with college-age students was not
forming a foundation that will support them in
in my resumé, so I was somewhat anxious
the ministry of priesthood with all its challengabout how it would go, about how I might be
es. Prayer for them is not merely a harbor for
able to connect to them and their lives, and
safety, but an arena for meeting God in all the
how I might also be a positive help in their
circumstances of their lives.
vocational discernment. Fr. Joe Moriarty welAs a complement to a life of prayer, they are
comed me warmly and helped me immerse
also interested in responding to social justice
myself into this latest phase of my life. While
matters. I have been edified by their generosialmost all beginnings are difficult, this one
ty of time given to projects for the poor, the
went about as smoothly as it could have gone.
homeless, the sick and the lonely of the city.
Fr. Joe had told me that Bishop Bruté SemiThe social teaching of our Church is finding a
nary is a happy place. I found this to be true.
home in them, and it is encouraging to see.
As the weeks progressed, the students with
Above all I have come to see our students as
whom I was now living and praying and workgenuine. With all their challenges of prayer,
ing became familiar faces and names and stoacademics, social engagements, and human
ries to me. I also discovered some other quali- growth, they truly are searching for God’s will
ties about them that have made my time here
in their lives. They know that ordination is not
a real blessing.
tomorrow or next month or next year. They
First, our students are college-aged men
want to make the best use of all that Bishop
who are facing all the challenges of any college Bruté has to offer them so that their discernstudent. They are learning about who they
ment will be solid and their decision about
really are, how their personalities are unfoldtheir vocation will be clear.
ing, and how their future depends on their
When folks ask me how it has been for me to
choices now. They study hard, they enjoy
be here at Bishop Bruté, I tell them honestly
each other’s company, they laugh and they
that the last year and a half has been a real
have their serious moments, too. In short:
blessing for me. I am happy to be part of the
they are normal college students who are also
good work going on here at Bishop Bruté and I
discerning God’s will for their lives and whethpray that God will use me to be helpful to our
er that will includes a call to priesthood. Their
men as we share the journey together. 
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Adjusting from home to Rome on vocational journey
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by Christopher Trummer
Bruté Alum, Class of 2017
It was July 18. I was in a plane taxiing down a runway in Indianapolis when the reality of this new chapter in my
life really hit me. I was departing for Newark and ultimately Rome, where I would spend the final four years of
my priestly formation at the Pontifical North American College. When I arrived in Rome with all the other “new
men”, we were received with joy and hospitality by an excited group of second-year seminarians.
Our first few days in Rome were non-stop busy with orientation items and
activities. Other seminarians gave us tours of the basilicas of St. John Lateran and
St. Paul (outside the walls), both of which were spectacular. We had already
begun learning and living the time-honored traditions of the seminary. One such
tradition was to attend the Pope’s Angelus address together as a class, during
which we received a shout-out from Pope Francis himself!
After being in Rome for just five days (and with the jet-lag finally ending), our
class departed to spend a month at one of three Italian language schools. I chose
the one in Siena, along with my friend and diocesan brother, Grant Wilson. We
experienced some intense language immersion in Siena, with daily classes,
private tutoring, and dinner conversation with our host family every night. Siena
is a beautiful and quiet city (except for the days leading up to and during the
Palio, the town’s famous 400 year-old horse race, which is attended by tens of
thousands of people). We had the wonderful opportunity to attend daily Mass at
the Basilica of San Domenico, where some of St. Catherine’s relics are displayed.
Eventually, we had to return “home” to Rome––it really did feel like going back
home, even though we had only been in Rome for less than a week!
Christopher Trummer in Rome
Upon our return, we finished the orientation process and began four more
weeks of Italian classes at the seminary. We also received our much-anticipated tour of St. Peter’s Basilica, after
we had celebrated Mass in the crypt of the popes underneath the basilica. When we first entered through the
massive doors of St. Peter’s, I smiled wide as I remembered the moment from December 2014, when I had
experienced the jaw-dropping beauty of that church for the first time on a five-day pilgrimage to Rome.
In early October, I began classes at the Jesuit school in Rome, the Pontifical Gregorian University, where I will
study for three years in order to receive my STB (Bachelor of Sacred Theology, which is actually a graduate
degree––odd, I know). After that, I may be asked by my bishop to pursue a
degree in some other area, which would require one to three additional years.
“Truly, I say to you, there
The style of teaching is quite different here (especially all the lectures being
in Italian!), but so far I’m finding it to be an enjoyable and fruitful experience.
is no one who has left
In reflecting upon my life, my vocation, and my coming here to Rome, I am
overcome by gratitude and by the way that God’s loving providence continues house or brothers or
to shatter all of my expectations for my life. There have certainly been chalsisters or mother or father
lenges along the way, but I can honestly say that I have never looked back.
A large part of my confidence is the result of my experience of priestly
or children or lands, for
formation thus far. The three and a half years I spent at Bishop Simon Bruté
my sake and for the
were the most formative, indeed, the most transformative years of my life.
The formation program and community life of prayer and fraternity brought
gospel, who will not
out gifts in me that I never knew existed. Through the influence of my
formation staff and the close friendships that I made at Bruté, I was able to
receive a hundredfold now
understand and appreciate my true identity as a son of God. As a result, I
in this time . . . and in the
learned how to love myself, others, and God more than ever before. Being
graced with this new vision, I had the confidence to press onward in my vocaage to come eternal life.”
tional journey, so that when my bishop asked me if I would be willing to study
in Rome, I was able to say, without hesitation, “Yes.” And what an adventure
Mark 10:29–30
it has been already! Who could have deserved it? 

Sophomore service program helps seminarians
appreciate gift of serving others
by Nicholas Sellers
Sophomore Seminarian
A few night ago, I found myself praying and
journaling about what sophomore service has
shown me this first semester, and I began to
write down these words, “Let us not measure
our love in the amount of people we serve, but
rather in the amount of love we have for God’s
people.” I often find myself quantifying my relationship with God and others as a measurement
instead of a relationship, but there is something
so profound about encountering another person
face to face, not getting caught up in what needs
to be done next. As a seminarian, it can be difficult at times to measure all of our varying commitments, but sophomore service has allowed
me to realize why I am discerning this call in the
first place. No matter the future destination or
vocation, we are all called to serve, and to find
the face of Christ in others.
During our sophomore year at Bishop Simon
Bruté College Seminary, all sophomores are
required to spend a certain amount of hours
serving in the community. This time of service is
mainly focused on reaching out to those who are
in the midst of physical suffering or deprived of
basic needs many take for granted. For example,
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday, you will
see a car full of sophomores heading to visit the
Little Sisters of the Poor to help serve a meal to
the elderly. On Friday, you will find seminarians
all throughout the Indianapolis area reaching out
to food pantries, studying with children at Miracle Place, or maybe, playing cards with those
who have disabilities.
As a sophomore, it can be easy to get caught
up in simply fulfilling your service hours for the
month, but many of us, through this opportunity, have been able to see the gift it has become
in our life. Last week, the sophomores gathered
to reflect for a few hours on the experience we
have been having this semester. One by one, we
went around the room, and each sophomore
shared a moment that left a lasting impact on
them. When it was my turn, I shared a story
about a man named Don. This man is from a
nursing home, and he is a joy to be around, even
though he likes picking on the seminarians. We
once asked Don to sing for us, and he laughed
and said that he wouldn’t sing for us, but he
would sing for his wife. Don’s wife passed away

Nick Sellers serves dinner to residents at the Little
Sisters of the Poor

about a year ago, and he proceeded to sing a
beautiful song that showed his deep love for
her. I walked out that day with a big smile on
my face because it struck me how much we
each long to give our lives to one another.
Whether it be David Martinez passing out
sandwiches to the homeless, Ryan Kehoe
serving a meal to the elderly, or Troy Neimerg
helping a youngster with their homework; I
believe each and every one of us has carried
away something from this semester of
service that will begin to shape and form us
into better men. As we reflected as a class,
we began to share how it was no longer a
commitment to a set number of hours, but it
was becoming an opportunity to share the
gospel with others as they shared it with us.
In my own personal prayer, I found great
motivation in the words of Saint John Paul II,
“With those who are suffering, you must never be in a hurry.” In some degree, we are all
suffering, so let us not get too caught up in
tomorrow, rather let us embrace today. Let
us fill that deep longing to be connected with
Christ and others, so let us do all we can to
love and serve God in this life and the next. 

NICHOLAS SELLERS
“As a sophomore, it can
be easy to get caught up
in simply fulfilling your
service hours for the
month, but many of us,
through this opportunity,
have been able to see
the gift it has become
in our life.”
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Bruté Buffalos stampede onto field/course
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We put together teams for flag footby Dominic Garrett
ball, volleyball, basketball, frisbee, and
Senior Seminarian
soccer. These games are more
Led by our illustrious captain sophorelaxed, laid back, and a lot of fun. We
more Nick Sellers, who was a Class 3A
put most of our time into preparing for
player of the year and first-team allinter-seminary tournaments. Below is
state quarterback in high school, this
a brief summary of this year’s success.
chant is shouted line by line and echMount Saint Mary’s Seminary of the
oed back by the team. It roars across
West in Cincinnati, OH hosted a semithe playing field as the Bruté Buffalos
nary scramble golf tournament. Bruté
get pumped for their ensuing match.
sent two teams to compete. One of
What do we do?!
our teams of four players, led by SophWe feed!
omore Evan Smith, talented golfer and
Here comes!
Pepsi Tour Dye Course Champion,
The stampede!
brought home the first-place trophy.
Buffalos on 3
This trophy is extremely significant for
1…2…3…BUFFALOS!
Bruté as it is the first trophy Bruté has
Bishop Simon Bruté has a handful of
ever won. It is also the first time a
athletic talent. We have a few stellar
soccer and basketball players, rough Doug Payne competing in the Frisbee golf seminary team besides the Mount had
won the tournament since its incepand tough football players and wres- tournament
tion.
tlers, incredible ultimate frisbee and
We
had
a
very
talented soccer squad this year
volleyball players, and some very skilled golfers. Being comfor
the
Pontifical
College Josephinum soccer tourprised of all these skill sets makes us a very unique team.
nament, but plagued by injuries and sickness, we
We are smaller than most other seminaries, and we are
always the underdog. We thrive off this stigma. Other semi- were not anywhere near full strength on game day.
naries may Despite this setback, we only lost 1-0 to the team
look at us that ended up winning the tournament. We put all
and see a our energy into that first game and ended up tied
3-3 and 0-0 in our next two games.
rag tag
Bruté cleaned house at the disk golf tournament
team of
held
at Mundelein Seminary. Junior Eric Gehlhauscrubs,
but we are sen, who was an ultimate Frisbee player at the Unimore than versity of Southern Indiana, brought home the first
that. We -place individual trophy at the tournament. As if
are scrap- that wasn’t enough, Gehlhausen, aided by sophopy, gritty, more Greg Romer, talented basketball player and
all-around athlete, brought home the first-place
and we
play hard. team trophy as well.
We are currently preparing for a basketball
We surtournament
at Mundelein Seminary in the spring.
prise other
We have a lot of potential this year and hope to
seminary
make it deep into the tournament.
teams
Sports are a great way to exercise, relieve
Frisbee golf champions—Front row from left: Nick Mon- who come
in, Phillip Rogier, Joe Paul Hayden, Doug Payne, Nick
stress,
and build fraternity. It is not uncommon for
out
Sellers; Back row from left: Gavin Steckler, Greg Romer,
guys
to
organize pick-up games throughout the
expecting an
Eric Gehlhausen, Neil Blatchford
week. We really enjoy this human side of
easy win.
Bruté has nothing to lose, and we hit the field and court with formation. We are a tight-knit group of brothers
and sports allow us to build an even deeper
all we have.
companionship. We are competitors, and no one
Bruté competes in inter-seminary tournaments as well
works harder than us, but as our Rector Fr. Joe
as Marian University intramural sports. Guys play on camMoriarty is also known for saying, “no one has
pus in intramural leagues at Marian throughout the year.
more fun than us.” 

Legacy gift provides spiritual growth
opportunities for seminarians
by Kimberly Pohovey
Director of Mission Advancement
It is difficult to see God’s plan in the midst of tragedy. More than a
decade later, Cathy Gray can see how God is helping her to unravel blessings from her son’s 2004 fatal car accident.
Her son, Ryan Matthews, was only 21 years old when he passed away.
She describes him as personable, charming, and one who saw the good in
everyone.
As a lasting legacy to Ryan, Gray has established a donor-advised fund in
her son’s memory through the Catholic Community Foundation. Annually,
monies from the Ryan J. Matthews Donor-Advised Fund will provide
grants for seminarians of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis attending conferences, pilgrimages, spiritual retreats, or similar programs approved by Ryan Matthews
the Director of Vocations.
“Giving helps us heal,” says Gray. “I look at this fund as a way to give back. Giving to someone who
could be in a position to grow spiritually and give to others is even more powerful, I believe.”
Gray credits Fr. Rick Eldred, who was at St. Susanna Church at the time of Ryan’s accident, for helping her and her family through their grief. “My faith saved me and Fr. Rick was the guide,” she says.
“I’ve thought of those that had tragedy befall them and they didn’t have a ‘Fr. Rick.’ The grief is overwhelming and never ending. If in some small way we could help seminarians become a priest that
guide others through life’s tragedies, help them find strength in our faith, then we truly share our
sorrows.
“My hope is that opportunities present themselves where seminarians see life from a different
perspective and glean from it tools to be the spiritual director for someone who crosses their path,”
Gray adds.
Gray and her husband, Bob, were impressed with Bruté when they visited during the Celebrate
Brute event in September. “It’s a beautiful place, so calming and has such a warm, welcoming feeling,” she shares. “I don’t think I’m alone in knowing very little about the rigors of their education and
the process to becoming a priest. We had a pleasant conversation that provided a few laughs and lots
of smiles. I left thinking they should do a tour of each deanery in the diocese, the whole group. We
should let our parishes know about these awesome young men that may some day be in their parish.
And I felt good about establishing this fund. 
To learn more about establishing a legacy fund to support our seminarians, please contact Elisa
Smith at the Catholic Community Foundation at 317-236-1482 or ccf@archindy.org.
We welcomed Archbishop Charles
C. Thompson at our annual donor
appreciation event on September 21.
Pictured here are Steve and Anne
Wessel, Bruté’s 2017-18 Annual
Fund chairpersons, and their son,
junior seminarian Charlie Wessel,
who presented Archbishop with an
original painting he created.
Please consider donating to the
2017-18 Annual Fund. If you are
looking for an end of the year tax
deduction, now is the perfect opportunity to give. See the enclosed
remittance envelope or donate
online at: bishopsimonbrute.org/
donate-to-the-seminary.

DONATE ONLINE
Did you know you can
make a contribution to
Bishop Simon Bruté
Seminary online? It’s
easy and secure.
Visit: bishopsimon
brute.org/
donate-to-the-seminary
Donations can be set up
as a one-time gift or on a
recurring basis.
CORRECTION
We regret the following
names were inadvertently left off the Annual
Fund giving list of the
Bishop Chartrand Circle
level ($1,000-$2,500
gifts) in the previous
edition of the Bruté
newsletter. Please
know how grateful we
are for your continued
generosity.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Schipp
Mr. and Mrs. William Shaw
Rev. Tyler R. Tenbarge
His Eminence Cardinal
Joseph W. Tobin, CSsR
Mrs. Mary Wickersham
Rev. Thomas C. Widner, SJ
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2500 Cold Spring Road
Indianapolis, IN 46222
CHECK OUT OUR
NEW WEBSITE!
Be sure to visit the
Bruté website:

Visit: www.bishop
simonbrute.org

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK
For the latest news and
photos, follow us on
Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/
BruteSeminary/

8TH GRADE VISIT . . .

CONTACT US

The Serra Club annually sponsors pilgrimages for 8th grade young men to visit
Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary to
spend the day learning about seminary
life. Pictured here are students from
Central Catholic School who visited on
November 9.

317-924-4100
ashea@archindy.org
INTERESTED IN
ADMISSIONS
INFORMATION OR
A BRUTÉ TOUR?
Contact Anne Shea, Bruté
Administrative Assistant,
at: ashea@archindy.org

It’s not the size that matters
Gifts of any size are important to the mission
of Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary to
form future priests, illustrated beautifully by
the note Fr. Joe Moriarty received from Matt
and Carla Morgan, parishioners at Ss. Francis
and Clare Church, after he delivered at “Brute
Weekend” at their parish. Their seven-year
old son, Luke, donated $7.00 of his allowance
to support the work of Bruté. Thank you,
Luke, for inspiring all of us to give from the
heart!

